
all of us getting involved in the communi-
ty--whether it’s giving or doing an act of 
kindness, volunteering, being a mentor, or 
contributing to his scholarship. We all need 
to take action like Chris did. He gave his 
whole life for that. Up to the very last day, 
he was serving. Before he went into the 

hospital, he was serving. So, if he can do 
that, we all can do that. So do something! 
So that Chris’s legacy can continue in this 
community and beyond.”

Tony Sammons, the administrator for 

By Camm Ashford 

Rheubin Taylor remains the Hamil-
ton County attorney as of this Wednesday, 
despite Hamilton County Mayor Weston 
Wamp announcing Oct. 14 that he was 
removing Taylor from that position effec-
tive immediately. 

Mayor Wamp said last Friday that 
he would immediately begin a search to 
identify an appointment to bring before 
the County Commission to replace Tay-
lor, who has served as county attorney for 
almost three decades.

But County Commission members 
on Wednesday said the county attorney 
works for both the county mayor and the 
commission and both should have been 
involved in any decision to terminate 
Taylor.

Commissioner Lee Helton, saying 
the county mayor acted unilaterally, said, 
“It just doesn’t leave a good taste in your 
mouth. It’s completely inappropriate for 
someone to come and fire our attorney.”

Other commissioners expressed frus-
trations at how Mayor Wamp’s announce-
ment of Taylor’s firing was handled, with 
many saying they learned about it through 
news reports.

“The lack of transparency in taking 
this action is troubling,” said Hamilton 
County Commission Chairman Chip 
Baker.

At the suggestion of Baker, the com-
mission agreed to hire outside counsel 
John Konvalinka to represent the panel 
for a $10,000 fee. 

After meeting with Konvalinka, the 

commissioners on Wednesday afternoon 
passed a resolution setting up a civil ser-
vice system for county employees. An-
other resolution blocks any firing of coun-
ty employees (including attorney Taylor) 
until the new civil service program is set 
up.

In June 2021, commissioners and 
then-Mayor Jim Coppinger approved 
a four-year contract with Taylor lasting 
through June 30, 2025. Termination, the 
contract states, requires a majority of the 
County Commission, with concurrence 
from the county mayor or a two-thirds 
majority without concurrence from the 
county mayor.

A resolution unanimously passed by  
commissioners on Wednesday also says 
attorney Taylor would continue as county 
attorney “with no lapse” under his 2021 
contract.

Mayor Wamp told commissioners 
that it is not legal for such a contract to 

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA Newswire 
Senior National Correspondent

President Joe Biden has issued a par-
don to all prior federal offenses of simple 
marijuana possession, fulfilling a cam-
paign promise of getting rid of possession 
convictions and loosening the drug’s fed-
eral classification.

“Sending people to prison for pos-
sessing marijuana has upended too many 
lives and incarcerated people for conduct 
that many states no longer prohibit,” 
Biden said in a statement.

“Criminal records for marijuana 
possession have also imposed needless 
barriers to employment, housing, and 
educational opportunities,” the president 
continued.

“And while white and Black and 
Brown people use marijuana at similar 
rates, Black and Brown people have been 
arrested, prosecuted, and convicted at dis-
proportionate rates.”

Biden vowed to encourage governors 
to take similar steps to pardon state simple 
marijuana possession charges.

According to a Pew Research survey, 
wide majorities of Black adults support 
legalizing marijuana at least for medical 
use (85%).

The survey found that most favor 
reforms to the criminal justice system, 
such as releasing people from prison who 
are being held only for marijuana-related 
charges and expunging marijuana-related 
offenses from the criminal records of in-
dividuals convicted of such crimes (74% 
each).

According to FBI data, Black adults 
are disproportionately likely to be arrest-
ed for marijuana-related offenses.

Researchers at Pew noted that, al-
though non-Hispanic, single-race Black 
and White Americans used marijuana at 
roughly comparable rates in 2020, Black 
people accounted for 39% of all marijua-
na possession arrests in the U.S. despite 
being only 12% of the U.S. population.

Further, in a separate study, Pew 
noted that police officers made about 
663,000 arrests for marijuana-related of-
fenses in the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia in 2018, amounting to 40% of 
the 1.65 million total drug arrests in the 

By Camm Ashford 

The Brainerd Community Center will 
forever carry the name of Chattanooga 
health advocate Chris Ramsey Sr., who 
died of complications from COVID-19 
Jan. 16, 2021 at the age of 54.

It’s an honor his family with never for-
get. But his wife of almost 30 years hopes 

it’s just the beginning.
“Please, y’all, don’t let this be Chris’s 

legacy, just a sign with his name on it,” 
Lucrecia Ramsey told elected officials, 
community members, and Ramsey’s loved 
ones--a crowd of nearly 200 people--gath-
ered outside the center Tuesday morning 
for the renaming ceremony.

“His legacy needs to be continued with 

Dr. Glenda Glover, Keynote 
Speaker at Ruby Hurley Image Awards

This year’s 34th Annual RUBY 
HURLEY Image Awards will be held 
in person!!...and the excitement is 
growing!  

The Chattanooga Hamilton 
County Branch of the NAACP proud-
ly presents the 34th Annual Ruby Hur-
ley Image Awards on Thursday, Octo-

ber 27th at 7:00pm at the Chattanooga 
Convention Center.  The theme:  THIS 
IS POWER: WE SHALL NOT BE 
MOVED!

The 2022 keynote speaker is the 
illustrious “Dr. Glenda Glover”, presi-
dent of Tennessee State University. Dr. 
Glover is also the current appointee to 
the U.S. President’s Board of Advisors 
on HBCU’s and serves as Vice Chair. 

In addition, Dr. Glover is the imme-
diate past International President and 
CEO of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc.

For tickets and information, 
contact Mrs. Patricia Shackleford 
Gray, Ruby Hurley Chair at (423) 
227- 4883; or Rev. Ann Jones Pierre, 
NAACP President at (423) 364-6952.
*COVID Protocols will be in place*

President Joe Biden has appointed 
former Chattanooga mayor Andy Berke 
as Administrator of the Rural Utilities 
Service in the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.

“Throughout his career, Andy has 
demonstrated a clear and constant vision 
to improve the lives of rural Americans,” 
said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. 
“Andy’s advocacy for better services, 

safer streets and improved infrastructure 
makes him an inspired choice for the role 
of Rural Utilities Service Administrator. I 
look forward to his continued leadership 
at USDA.”

Prior to his appointment, he served as 
a Special Representative for Broadband 
at the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration (NTIA) in the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Berke, an attorney by trade, won a 
special election to replace retiring Sen. 
Ward Crutchfield in 2007. He beat Oscar 
Brock, son of former U.S. Sen. Bill Brock 
and ran for a full term in 2008, winning 
handily. In 2012, he announced he would 
run for mayor and did not run for Senate 
reelection. He was handily reelected in 
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Commissioners in standoff with Mayor 
on firing of longtime Hamilton County 

Attorney Rheubin Taylor

President Biden Issuing Full Pardons for 
Federal Marijuana Possession Convictions

BCC renamed Chris L. Ramsey, 
Sr. Community Center

Former Chattanooga mayor Andy Berke gains Biden appointment

President Joe Biden is granting full, complete, 
and unconditional pardons to U.S. citizens 
and lawful permanent residents who have 
committed or been convicted of simple 
possession of marijuana in violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act.
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Lucrecia Ramsey urges 
the community to ‘get 
involved and do something’ 
to keep Chris Ramsey’s 
legacy alive. (Background, 
from left, Anthony Sam-
mons; Dr. Bernie Miller; 
Mayor Tim Kelly.) CNC 
Photo CNC Photo

Mayor Tim Kelly addresses community members attending Ramsey renaming event. 
(All CNC Photos/ Faye Stoudemire)

RUBY HURLEY IMAGE AWARDS to be held on October 27, 2022

Dr. Glenda Glover, 
Keynote Speaker at 
Ruby Hurley Image 
Awards

Hamilton County Attorney Rheubin Taylor


