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By Camm Ashford 

Mayor Tim Kelly has named 
Chronicle Media Group jour-
nalist Yolanda Putman one of 
12 members of the Chattanooga 
Equitable Recovery Commis-
sion (CERC).

The Chronicle Media Group 
was founded in May 2021 by 
John L. Edwards III and Lurone 
“Coach” Jennings, Sr.  The 
company is best known for the 
Mary Walker Foundation and 
its flagship weekly newspaper, 
The Chattanooga News Chron-
icle.

Mayor Kelly last month an-
nounced the launch of CERC, 
charged with putting forward 
a recommended investment 
framework that will guide how 
to distribute $38.6 million in 
one-time federal American 
Rescue Plan funds throughout 
the city, with an intentional 
focus on those who have been 
hurt most by the pandemic.

CERC will also help to co-
ordinate pandemic recovery ef-
forts across the public, private 
and nonprofit sectors. 

“This historic infusion of 
ARP (American Rescue Plan) 
dollars serves as an opportuni-
ty to catalyze lasting positive 
change in our city, for genera-
tions to come, with a focus on 
communities disproportionate-
ly affected by an extraordinary 
public-health emergency,” said 
Kelly.

Putman, who also serves as 
the Creative Writing/Journal-
ism I teacher at The Howard 
School, was a staff writer at the 
Chattanooga Times Free Press 

for 19 years. She graduated in 
August 2020 with a degree in 
education from Lee University.  

Mayor Kelly’s adminis-
tration last fall announced the 
launch of its “One Chattanooga 
Relief and Recovery” process 
to help guide the city’s pandem-
ic recovery effort and advance 
“the allocation of federal ARPA 
resources toward transforma-
tional projects aimed at remov-
ing the persistent barriers that 
create and sustain inequities in 
Chattanooga.”

CERC is comprised of 12 
community members and lead-
ers selected by Mayor Kelly, 
in collaboration with area part-
ners, based upon their experi-
ence and commitment. Three 
members were nominated by 
the Urban League of Greater 
Chattanooga and three mem-
bers were nominated by the 
Chattanooga Area Chamber of 
Commerce. The final six were 
chosen by the mayor after Chat-
tanooga residents were invited 
to apply to serve on the CERC 
at the city’s online ARP portal.

Besides Putman, the oth-
er 11 CERC members include: 
Alondra Gomez-Nunez, TN 
United; Ann Pierre, NAACP 
Chattanooga; Dr. Shewanee 
Howard-Baptiste, the Universi-
ty of Tennessee at Chattanooga; 
Ericka DeBruce, Unum; Katie 
Wells, Chattanooga-Hamilton 
County Medical Society; Ketha 
Richardson, EPB; Lakweshia 
Ewing, Unlearn Everything; 
Marcus Cade-Johnson, Ten-
nessee Valley Federal Cred-
it Union; Miles Huff, Cempa 
Community Care; Pastor Er-

nest Reid, Second Missionary 
Baptist Church; and Quentin 
Lawrence, Pathway Lending.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with these outstanding 
community leaders--who’ve 
volunteered their time, deep 
community relationships, and 
expertise--to help us provide a 
transparent, equitable and ac-
countable process that’s worthy 
of our residents’ trust and confi-
dence,” said Mayor Kelly. 

After CERC announces its 
proposed investment frame-
work in April, Chattanooga 

residents and community or-
ganizations--including any 
applicants who previously 
submitted funding requests or 
project ideas since the ARP on-
line portal opened in October 
2021--will be invited to resub-
mit a more targeted application, 
based upon the CERC’s specif-
ic guidance around community 
priorities and needs.
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Chattanoogan LaTonya Pinkard Releases New Book
PLYMOUTH, MASSACHU-

SETTS – Briley & Baxter Publica-
tions is excited to announce the re-
lease of a magical tale from author 
LaTonya Pinkard, an English pro-
fessor who was featured in Netflix’s 
Emmy-winning series Last Chance 
U. In the series, Pinkard’s efforts to 
connect with students and build their 
confidence inspired viewers across 
the world. Now, in her book, Nate 
& His Magic Lion, Pinkard is build-

ing up younger audiences through 
the tale of a stuffed lion who helps 
a young boy conquer his fears of the 
dark. 

 Nate & His Magic Lion is now 
available for pre-order on Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble and Walmart and 
will be released to the public March 
9, 2022.

Nate & His Magic Lion
In Nate & His Magic Lion, 

Pinkard combines her own love of 
literature and her desire to serve oth-
ers by weaving in a valuable lesson 
for children. In creating the imagina-
tive tale, Pinkard was able to channel 
her childhood love of reading into 
a story that spreads hope and joy to 
children. 

 “I have such fond memories 
of my trips to the library as a child, 
and the sense of wonder and awe 
that came with each new book read 

during story time,” said Pinkard. “I 
know that children of all ages can 
also relate to various fears, including 
that of the dark, and I want them to 
understand that these fears are natu-
ral and can be overcome. Children’s 
books give us the ability to connect 
and inspire, and that’s the gift that 
Achi brings to this story.”
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