
By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent

Legendary actor Sidney Poitier, who broke bar-
riers and stood for justice and Black lives during the 
most tumultuous times of the civil rights movement, 
has died.

Poitier, whose iconic 71-year career, included 
starring roles in “A Raisin in the Sun,” “Guess Who’s 
Coming to Dinner” and “Uptown Saturday Night,” 
was 94. His cause of death has yet to be confirmed.

In an exclusive phone call with the Black Press 
of America, Bill Cosby said he will miss his long-
time friend and co-star.

“He was honored by AFI. And, along with many 
stars of the stage, screen, politics and higher edu-
cation who came out to speak, I brought with me 
the paperback of his autobiography and I said of all 
groundbreaking movies that Sidney starred in this 
book is the real story of this man and his journey,” 
Cosby remarked. “I am honored to have been close 
enough to him and work and work on serious mat-
ters.

According to PBS, Poitier moved to New York 
City at age 16 after living in the Bahamas for sever-
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HAMILTON COUNTY, TN – The Hamilton 

County Health Department will begin administering 
Pfizer booster shots for individuals 12 to 15 years of 
age, starting January 11, 2022, at our Tennessee Riv-
erpark vaccine site and our Sequoyah and Birchwood 
Clinics. Per the CDC, individuals 12 to 15 years of 
age are now eligible to receive their Pfizer booster 
shot if it has been a minimum of five (5) months after 
the second shot in their primary series.

In addition, individuals 12 and older that re-
ceived Pfizer for their primary series and individuals 
18 years of age and older that received Moderna for 
their primary series now only have to wait a mini-
mum of five (5) months from the last shot in their pri-
mary series, before becoming eligible for their boost-
er shot. Minimum time for individuals that received 
J&J for their primary series is still two (2) months.

The CDC is also recommending that moderate-
ly or severely immuno-compromised children, ages 
5-11, now receive a third shot in their primary series, 
to complete their full vaccination. This third shot 
should come 28 days after the second shot. To see 
a full list of individuals that are considered moder-

ately or severely immunocompromised, please visit 
https://bit.ly/3HEo7NP. To view the differences be-
tween a third dose and a booster shot, please visit our 
FAQ page at https://bit.ly/3K93f3F.

12-15 Pfizer Booster Sites:
Tennessee Riverpark, 4301 Amnicola Highway, 

Chattanooga, TN 37402.
Tuesday-Saturday from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sequoyah Health Center, 9527 W Ridge Trail 

Rd, Soddy Daisy, TN 37379.
Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Birchwood Health Center, 5625 TN-60, Birch-

wood, TN 37308.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 

3:30 p.m.
Pfizer 5-11 Third Dose Site:
East 3rd St Main Facility, 921 East 3rd St, Chat-

tanooga, TN 37403.
Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Additional resources
If a minor is being vaccinated, a parent or legal 

guardian must be present at the appointment and bring 
current, valid photo ID. If you are a legal guardian, 

please bring proof of guardianship with you.
To see a full list of where the Health Depart-

ment is administering COVID-19 primary series and 
booster shots, please visit our online vaccine calen-
dar at vaccine.hamiltontn.gov.

Call the Health Department’s COVID-19 at 423-
209-8383 if you have questions about vaccinations, 
locating testing, or if you seek isolation or quarantine 
guidance.

Vaccines are widely available in the community 
through a number of providers. Please visit vaccines.
gov to find a vaccination site near you.

Testing options are available in the community 
through a number of providers. Please visit testing.
hamiltontn.gov or call our 
hotline at 423-209-8383 
for help locating a testing 
facility near you.

To read this infor-
mation in Spanish, visit 
the Health Department’s 
Spanish Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.
com/SaludHamiltonTN.
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Rosetta Miller-Perry: ‘Queen 
Mother’ of the Black Press

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National 

Correspondent

For 30 years, The Tennessee Tribune and 
its publisher, Rosetta Miller-Perry, have set the 
standard for news covering Nashville and be-
yond.  During a sold-out celebration on Sunday, 
December 5, Miller-Perry, the trailblazing 2019 
National Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) Lifetime Achievement Award recipi-
ent, captured another high honor.

“Yes, the 30th anniversary of The Tennessee 
Tribune certainly has to be celebrated here in 
Nashville, but this is global,” NNPA President/
CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. declared to the 
hundreds gathered at the Lighthouse on the Lake 
in Hendersonville, TN.

“As of this day, we claim [Miller-Perry] as 
the Queen Mother of the Black Press of Ameri-
ca,” Dr. Chavis exclaimed as the crowd rose to 
its collective feet, responding with a thunderous 
ovation of approval.

The crowd featured several notable dignitar-
ies, including NNPA Chair Karen Carter Rich-
ards, Houston Forward Times Associate Editor 
Jeffrey Boney, Tennessee State University Pres-
ident Dr. Glenda Glover, Nashville Mayor Jim 
Cooper, and U.S. Rep. Jim Cooper (D-TN).

Ambassador and Gospel Legend Dr. Bobby 
Jones served as the introduction speaker, while 
Dr. Chavis provided the keynote address.  “This 
is a tremendous honor for me to celebrate with 
Rosetta Perry,” Dr. Glover told NNPA News-
wire.

“We’re so pleased to have someone so cou-
rageous and eager to assist in making things 
right here in Nashville. We really appreciate 
her because she’s such an institution here and 

throughout the state of Tennessee.”  In Novem-
ber, The Tennessee Tribune, which opened a 
store in the Nashville Airport, remains as inte-
gral today as it was when it began 30 years ago, 
Dr. Jones asserted.  “Perhaps even more so,” Dr. 
Jones remarked.

“The impact of health disparities, the educa-
tional gap, and the voting rights are among the 
other critical concerns that this wonderful media 
piece has exposed in our city,” Dr. Jones con-
tinued.  “The Tennessee Tribune is pressing on 
and still here, and we want it to be that way for 
a long time.”  A longtime supporter of the Tri-
bune, Mayor John Cooper, called Miller-Perry 
“a force of nature.”

“She began as a pioneer in the industry, and 
she’s been speaking the truth no matter what,” 
Mayor Cooper stated. “That’s why, 30 years lat-
er, her words speak to our conscious. She advo-
cates passionately for the future of our city, for 
affordable housing, for HBCUs, for our commu-
nities, and for us to have a better city.”

The Tribune reaches more than 150,000 
readers with its unique perspective on the issues 
and concerns of African Americans.  The weekly 
newspaper has become a lifeline for many who 
desire the unvarnished truth. It also provides a 
window into the historical life of Miller-Perry.  
She joined the U.S. Navy in 1954, and Mill-
er-Perry supported the Civil Rights Movement 
and joined Dr. Martin Luther King in marches 
from Selma to Washington.

As a federal observer for the U.S. Civ-
il Rights Commission, Miller-Perry arrived in 
Memphis during the 1968 sanitation workers 
strike when an assassin’s bullet cut down Dr. 
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Top Photo: Sidney Poitier, 94, legendary actor 
for 71 years, passed away Jan. 6. Bottom Photo:    
President Barack Obama presents Academy 
Award-winning actor Sidney Poitier with the Medal 
of Freedom in 2009. Photo by Chip Somodevilla/
Getty Images
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Contriuted Photos: “The weekly newspaper has become a lifeline for many who desire the unvarnished truth. It also provides 
a window into the historical life of Miller-Perry. Shown are Rosetta Miller-Perry and Gospel singer Dr. Bobby Jones.


