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NATIONAL
Black Teen Makes 
History, Becomes 
Youngest Glider 
Pilot in the 
United States  

NATIONWIDE — Meet 16-year old Caleb 
Smith from P.G. County, Maryland, who accord-
ing to the FAA has become the youngest Glider 
pilot in the United States. He is currently a 10th 
grader at Charles H. Flowers High School in the 
city of Springdale. 

According to WUSA-9, Caleb’s dream began 
when he was just 10-years old during a discov-
ery flight at Bowie Freeway Airport. From this 
experience, his ambition sparked a sincere inter-
est in aviation. Periodically he would fly with a 
Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) just to see if the 
desire was still there. Over the course of time, he 
began to gradually pursue his dream by having 
one-on-one ground instruction and airtime. 

In May 2021, Caleb was awarded a scholar-
ship for gliding school. He was able to achieve 
his first solo after 33 flights and has already flown 
12 solos. Even more, he has passed the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) written exam 

and his check-ride which allows him to obtain 
his Glider Pilot’s license. Ultimately, his goal is 
to become a commercial airline pilot. 

Caleb credits Skyline Soaring Club at Front 
Royal Airport, in Virginia for awarding him a 
scholarship that helped him to achieve this mon-
umental goal. He also says that Destiny Aviation 
Services also provided valuable aviation guid-

ance in his early years and warmly welcomed 
him as a team member. 

He says his goal is to inspire other young 
people and let them know that they can live their 
dreams if they stay connected with God, re-
main family-oriented, achieve a good education, 
maintain values, and above all, cultivate love 
and respect for others. 

Samuel L. Jackson and LaTanya 
Richardson Jackson make biggest 
alumnae donation in Spelman history

16-year old Caleb Smith from P.G. County, Maryland, who according to the FAA has become the 
youngest Glider pilot in the United States

Rapid tests play a 
crucial role in curbing 
COVID-19 infections 
– especially as people 
gather for the holidays

By Nathaniel Hafer
Assistant Professor of Molecular Medicine, 

UMass Chan Medical School

As winter begins and the holidays are in 
full swing, the COVID-19 pandemic has en-
tered another worrying phase. Emergence of 
the omicron variant, along with increasing 
rates of infections, have left many people un-
sure about their holiday plans.

On Dec. 2, 2021, President Joe Biden 
outlined a series of actions to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including making at-
home COVID-19 rapid tests eligible for reim-
bursement by private insurance. Along with 
vaccination, testing remains one of the most 
effective ways to track and reduce transmis-
sion of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19.

Even though COVID-19 testing has be-
come part of most people’s everyday conver-
sation, many people still have questions about 
the difference between antigen and PCR tests, 
including when and how to use them.

I’m a molecular biologist based at UMa-
ss Chan Medical School. Since April 2020, 
I’ve been part of a team working on a Nation-
al Institutes of Health-funded program called 
RADx Tech to help companies develop rapid 
tests to detect when a person is infected with 
COVID-19.

How rapid antigen tests work
Rapid antigen tests are designed to detect 

a portion of protein – known as an antigen – of 
SARS-CoV-2. First, you take a sample from 
your nose or mouth with a swab, as directed. 
You mix the sample with liquid that breaks 
apart the virus. You then apply the liquid to a 
test strip that has antibodies specific for SARS-
CoV-2 painted on it in a thin line. Antibodies 
are Y-shaped proteins that recognize and bind 
to foreign substances such as antigens. If the 
antibodies bind to the virus proteins, or anti-
gens, a colored line appears on the test strip, 
indicating the presence of SARS-CoV-2.

These tests are convenient because they 
are easy to use and provide results quickly, 
typically within about 15 minutes. Another 
benefit is that antigen tests can be relatively 
inexpensive, at around US$10-$15 per test. In 
contrast, PCR tests usually require laboratory 
equipment and technicians, take 12 hours to 
several days to get results and cost $100 or 
more, though there are many ways to get these 
tests free of charge.

In his announcement, President Biden 
also discussed plans to distribute 50 million 
free tests to community health care providers 
for people without insurance. People should 
check their local media outlets for informa-
tion about when free rapid tests become avail-
able. In Colorado, free rapid tests have been 
available to families with school-age chil-

December 2021/Compiled - Samuel L. Jack-
son and his wife LaTanya Richardson Jackson 
made the largest alumnae donation in the history 
of famed HBCU Spelman College.

Honorary Oscar awardee Samuel Jackson 
and his wife, LaTanya Richardson Jackson, both 
proud alumni of Atlanta University Center — 
Jackson, Morehouse class of ’72, and Richard-
son Jackson, Spelman class of ’74 —have gifted 
the all-female college $5 million to the John D. 
Rockefeller Fine Arts building. 

 HBCU Spelman College’s John D. Rocke-
feller Fine Arts building has a long history of 
investing in its students and helping to launch 
acting careers for stars that we may know all too 
well.

 The award will help renovate its perfor-
mance arts building. According to the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, the acting duo’s contribu-
tion is the largest donation from alumni in the 
school’s 140-year history.

Creator of the Star Wars franchise, George 
Lucas, and his wife, Mellody Hobson, friends of 
the Jacksons, also contributed $10 million. Oth-
er donations include $2 million from Bank of 
America and $300,000 from the descendants of 
John D. Rockefeller, bringing the total funds for 
the renovation project to $17.3 million. 

Slated to kick off in spring 2022, the reno-

vations will include the removal of asbestos, 
improving the building’s handicap accessibility, 
upgrading bathrooms and dressing rooms, and 
the ventilation system.

“Renovation talk has been going on since I 
arrived at Spelman over seven and a half years 
ago,” said chair of the Theater and Performance 
Department Aku Kadogo in a press release. “You 
don’t really believe it until you see it, so I’m ex-
cited that this is happening.”

 At 57 years old, Spelman’s Fine Arts Build-
ing still holds sentimental value for the couple. 
Their donation to help with renovations has re-
portedly been a long-time future project.

When renovations are completed, the the-
ater, lobby, and dressing rooms will be renamed 
the LaTanya Richardson Jackson and Samuel L. 
Jackson Performing Arts Center in honor of their 
donation.

 “It has a special place in their hearts,” shared 
Arthur E. Frazier III, Spelman’s director of facil-
ities management and services, in a statement. 
“One of the initial conversations I had with her 
[Richardson Jackson] happened to be on her 
40th wedding anniversary. She shared that she 
and Sam met for the second time in that build-
ing,” Frazier added. 

VISIT THE NEW WEBSITE!

www.chattnewschronicle.com


